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Dear parents & students

YTTApxel LOVO VA KAAO,
n yveon,
KAl UOVO €va KAKO,
n ayvoia.

Merry Christmas - Xpovia moMd, Kaid Xpiotovyevva kat kar [pwtoxpovid oe
oAloug!!!

Since opening our doors this Sepetember to welcome the new accademic year it has
been an exsiting process for all involved. It was lovely to see our children’s smiling
faces again as well as welcoming new children and their families, which saw the
number of students rise significantly.

This is not only importance for our school, it is also importat in keepping our
community flourishing and cultural heritage alive within the diaspora.

We also had the pleasure in welcoming four new teachers & two volunteers this year:
Miss Elena Praraskevopoulou (Nursery)

Miss Apollonia Koukios-Zagoritou (Reception)

Miss Sofia Staga (Years 3)

Mrs Mairy Zagoritou (Year 6)

Miss Maria Mamoula (Volunteer)

Miss Maria Golfinopoulou (Volunteer)

They are all a pleasure to work with and enjoy supporing our children and our school.

I would like to say a big thank you to everyone involved in making the Greek school a
lovely environment to be in and I am grateful to all our parents who have placed their
faith in us to support their children through their education and learning of our vast
language, along with implementing our distinctive culture and heritage, which makes
up our identity.

On Saturday the 17th of September Father Vasileios performed the blessing of our
school & wished us all an inspirational & happy school year and a positive progress to
the children’s education.
sy
Tl

To oruepo.
elvet 70 adpio mou
4
* " ot avyouyovoe e
A Zoe 10 oAuepe Kok ot
70 adpto oyy Ay Tov Ocov.

X g8 gt

IKEATNG

Dates for your diary

2nd academic term
Saturday 07/01/2023 —
Saturday 01/04/2023

Winter Half Term
Monday 13/02/2023 —
Saturday 18/02/2023

Christmas Holiday
Monday 19/12/2022 —

Friday 6/01/2023

(We reopen Saturday 7/01/2023)



Since September the children have been engaging in the work their teachers have been
planning for them such the seasons and everything that is implemented within this
topic, healthy eating within the fruit & vegetable subject, our body, our emotions and
our five senses, as well as learning about historical events that have shaped modern
Greek & Cypriot history.

On the 28 of October together with other Greeks all over the world, we celebrate the
anniversary of 28t October 1940 (WW2), the anniversary of the legendary "No" 'OXT’".
The date commemorates the rejection by Greek Prime Minister Ioannis Metaxas of
the ultimatum made by Italian dictator Benito Mussolini on 28 October 1940.
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Our children drew a variety of drawings, such
as the ‘OXT signs as well the Greek & Cypriot
| flags, creating a lovely remembrance I
| atmosphere for this special day. I

On the 5 of November our children did us proud, by helping us to get
| in touch with our roots and remembering the heroes that fought during
the WW2 occupation by reciting their poems and national song...
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O yuvaikeg Kat o1 Haveg Tov
1940...

elyav ka1 myv 81kn Toug ovvelTPOoPA,
OV €KTOG AWTO CLVYOL KA HAPAdeg
N TAV Ka1 ol apaveig npwideg Tov Emovg
TOV 1940.

Ext6¢ amtd toug avdpeg mov apéomng
£07TEV0OAV VA TTIOAEUNOOLV LIE TTEPIOOIA
avdpeia kar Bappog ya myv Hatpida.

Af00abpaoTog NTav Kot o TpOIIog Tou
avtamokpiOnkav o1 yuvaikeg ekeivng
TG EMOXNG OTO KAAEONUA TNG TATPidag.

"Entpene va avTikaTaoTio0vY TOUg
avdpeg mov eiyav emotpatevdet.
NuxOnuepov emdekav xwpig va
OTAUATOVY OVUTE AEMTO HAMIVEG
PaVEAEG KAl KAATOEG YA TOUG
OTPATIDTEG.

'Eywvav eBeAdvipieg otov EMAnviko
EpvBpo Ztavpd, petepepav
TOAELOPOIA KA TPOPIUA OTOVG
OTPATIOTEG HECA OTA X1OVIA KA ) Mota
ovveyilete.

IToAlot 7tov Tig Ednoav g
xapaxtnpidovv aAbyloteg, Bovfeg, pe
adapaotn BEAnoN ka1 NPWIKN
avtoBuoia!

https://www.mothersblog.gr/paid
i/story/31286/28i-oktovrioy-oi-
gynaikes-kai-oi-manes-toy-1940
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In November the children once again had the opportunity to learn about the Athens
Polytechnic uprising which occurred in November 1973 which saw a massive student
demonstration of popular rejection of the Greek military junta of 1967-1974.

The uprising began on 14 November 1973, escalated to an open anti-junta revolt, and
ended in bloodshed in the early morning of 17 November after a series of events
starting with a tank crashing through the gates of the Polytechnic.

Within their classes the children had the chance to see small YouTube clips and hear
the Radio station demonstrations the students of Polytechnic had set up, in order to
communicate with the rest of Greece, expressing their reasons for their uprising as
well as informing them about the events that were taking place.

A drawing by Alexandros in Year 3, with the
slogan the students of the Polytechnic used...

‘Weut, ITadia, EAsvOepia’
(Bread (employment), education and freedom)

A drawing by Stylianos in Year 3, showing the
army tanks pushing through the barricades the
students have raised and along with another
slogan...

‘Katw n Xovvta!’
(Out/down with junta (communism))

A drawing by Ellie in Year 3, showing the army
tanks shooting at the Polytechnic steel doors &
then entering, injuring many students.

Every year hundreds of citizens of all ages
arrive at the Polytechnic University to lay
wreaths and flowers, commemorating the
Polytechnic uprising & for the students that
lost their lives.

https://www.greeceindex.com/history/
polytechnic-17-november-1973/
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Autumn has now given way to winter and when lights twinkle from house to house,
you know Christmas is coming.

On the 4t of December our school hosted its annual Christmas Bazaar, we had an
amazing turn out from family, friends & from the parishioners who attended the
church service that the day. And thanks to these lovely people our school managed to
raise £1,120.47! We cannot thank you enough for your contributions towards our
school!!!!

Our stalls were filled with delicious home backed goods courtesy of our parents,
handmade Christmas crafts and wreaths, essential oils stall, hair & beauty products,
Christmas decorations as well as welcoming again Loukakos Estates who import olive
oil from Greece and Ormos Foods who brought with them many Greek products with
nostalgic remembrance of Greece and Cyprus.

We would like to thank everyone who was involved in our Christmas Bazaar, from out
teacher to the children and their parent, to Father Vasileios and the church committee
for their continuous support and especially our school’s PTA team for organising
everything & who made this day fun and enjoyable for all!

These are some of the businesses
who set up a stall at our school’s
Christmas Bazaar, please visit their
website where you can find lovely
gifts and offers...
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On Saturday the 11th of December we all got together again for our school’s Christmas
celebrations, we were pleased to have a visit from some of our former students who
also joined in by reciting Christmas poems too. We also had another special guest...
Santa himself pop by to hand our children their presents, making it an exciting day for
all!

The children did so well reciting their poems and Christmas carols, we were all so
proud of the hard work they put into it. Thank you to all the parents for the dedication
and support you gave your children. Well done to all of them!!!

On our last day of Greek school, the children had fun creating
their own Christmas cards, Christmas trees made of colourful
wool as well as their own ornaments using a variety of art &
crafts.




Christmas is all around us from the beginning of October, we start to notice the
Christmas displays in the shop windows, presents ideas creeping slowly here and there
with our loved ones in mind. By the end of November, the feeling of organising
ourselves and some family members (if you are Greek, you know what I mean!) of who
is hosting the Christmas lunch/dinner this year becomes even more real.

December is here and we are all set...The decorated tree is shimmering in the living
room with bags of presents underneath it. The Christmas bread (to xpiotopwpo) is
backed, the stacks of kourabiedes, melomakarona and other festive delights, that have
been so lovingly prepared are laid on Christmas platters, and on Christmas day the
table is beautifully set to welcome the happy faces of our loved ones who will be sitting
around it.

And as always, we never forgetting about the loved ones who sadly cannot be with us
on this special gathering of family and friends but will always be I our minds and in
our hearts and if they were to be with us on this day it would be the most important
gift of all.

The exchanging of gifts is one of the most important, significant and symbolic
meaning of Christmas traditions. This is because the Three Wise Men presented Christ
with the greatest valuable gifts up on his birth but most importantly is that God sent
us the most precious gift of all, his only Son. Who was born in order to pay the price
for the things we have done wrong: our sins.

Christmas is one of the most significant Christian and cultural holidays of the year, but
what is the true meaning of Christmas? The time we go to church so that we feel more
in touch with your religion knowing that Jesus is our savior who was sent to free us
from our sins? Is it the gifts? Spending time with family? Is it the children’s
anticipation of Santa? or the annual New Year’s resolution we all try to make and
keep? What does Christmas really mean to you?

On that note, on behalf of myself and all the teaching staff, we would like to wish each
and every one of you Merry Christmas and may the New Year 2023 be a blessed,
prosperous, healthy, with new goals & achievements filed with joy and happiness!!

ot 6Aovg pag va Sdeievioyia!!!

Xpévia MoArd Kaki Tipaxtogpovia
agyivoups 6Aot juia dyxaAuk,
EXniSa sty xa Eipi
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(Greek Traditional Christmas carols)

Children singing the Christmas carols in
Greece
Painting by Nikiforos Lytras

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nSnhvgs
Taog

g
«Xp1oTog yevvatal,

I dotaoare! Xprotog €8 l

ovpaveVv, aaviroarte!

Xp1otog e yng, vpwonte!»
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